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MERCEDES-BENZ WIN LES VINGT QUATRE HEURES DU MANS

Panhard wins Coupe Biennale ;

[From our Continental Correspondent]

HE build-up for this year’s Le Mans 24-hour race was the biggest
ever and for months beforehand it was claimed it would be
the race of the century, but as the day drew near the noise and

tumult began to die down; over-riding everything else was the
three-cornered star of Mercédés-Benz. The German team over-
shadowed the whole meeting, not by any reason of superiority
of machines or drivers, but by the subtle spreading of a vast inferiority
complex among the other teams.

BEFORE THE START

Jupiter wins the [i-litre class

caused too much wind-buffeting for a long race. Altogether, Jaguars
were in a flap and when it reached the point where some of the
drivers tried to wear the technicians’ No. 8 hats it was obvious
that self-confidence had gone from the team and the end was in sight.
This shifted English hopes to the DB3 Aston-Martins, two
open ones and the prettiest coupé yet produced from England.
The * new boy,” Pat Griffiths, bent one of the open ones rather
badly but the other two were going very well, though having the
24-litre engines, they could not hope to match Mercédés-Benz.
There were Ferraris of all varieties

All through practice the Mercédeés-
Benz team went about their job with an
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it was left to Cunnpinghams, Allards,

practice, the three team cars driven by

Jaguars, Aston-Martins, Ferraris and
Talbots to fend off the German attack,
but none of these inspired enough con-
fidence to raise hopes. The Cunning-

FRONT COVER PICTURE : Jim Mayers going well to take

second place in a Goodwood Whitsun Handicap in his Lester-

M.G. One of these cars, driven by Pat Griffiths, won the
B.R.D.C. Empire Trophy Race.

Karl Kling and Hans Klenk, Hermann
Lang and Fritz Riess and two German
sports-car drivers, Helfrich and Nieder-
mayer. The team cars were new ones

ham team, consisting of two open cars
and a rather neat coupé, were trundling
round merrily sounding rather like long-distance lorries, and
were too confident of winning to be taken seriously. The Allards
simply were not fast enough, although they were running well
and not having any troubles, while Jaguar were behaving like
a certain infamous Formula I team and giving the appearance
of never having raced before. The XK120C cars had been fitted
with new bodies of more aerodynamic form and spray lines
indicated that they were a great improvement over the old ones.
The new body meant a rearrangement of the cooling system,
employing a lower radiator, sealed under pressure, with a blow-off
header tank on the bulkhead. All three cars were thus fitted and
it didn’t take many laps to show that the system was not working
at high speed and the cars came in badly overheating. It was not a
simple case of too high running temperature, it was a fault in the
circulation, for on the Mulsanne straight the temperature fluctuated
violently up and down. Apart from this bother the drivers were
not happy with steering (having to use the same size tyres back and
front probably being the trouble), while the curved Perspex screens

with the hinged sides to the cockpit
extended halfway down the body side, as
tried on the practice car at Berne last month, and with large fuel-tank
fillers protruding through the rear window. The three cars were
finished in silver, with the body interior, the upholstery of the seats,
and the surround of the radiator grille in green, blue and red for the
respective pairs of drivers mentioned above. Also, each car had
similar coloured identification lights in the front and rear of the cock-
pit. The pit itself was made conspicuous to the drivers by a blue
circular board of about 3 ft. diameter with the Mercédés-Benz star on
it, illuminated from above at might. This was just one of the many
little ways in which German thoroughness was making everyone else
look like amateurs. Of the two spare cars, one was an early one being
flogged round by all the drivers and played with, while the other was
an experimental car fitted with an air brake above the rear window.
It was like a large aeroplane wing, the width of the car and hinged
to turn through 90 degrees, operated by an extra foot pedal through
rods, slides and bell-cranks, while a hand-lever on the driver’s left
side locked the “ wing ™ in a horizontal position. The team cars
were so well prepared that they arrived ready for practice and the
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bounnets were not even opened, while they also had time to play
with the new brake. Most teams arrived at the circuit and started
work under the bonnets straightaway !

As 4p.m. approached on Saturday afternoon the cars were
arranged in starting order and the drivers stood opposite on their
circles. At the top of the line was a lone Talbot, driven by Chambas
and Morel, which had been enlarged to 4,966 c.c. and fitted with two
superchargers, belt-driven from the crankshaft. Then came the three
Cunninghams looking resplendent in white with a double blue lLine
down the centre, driven by Cunningham/Spear, Carter/Walters
and Fitch/Rice. The two green all-enveloping Chrysler-Allards
were fit and ready, handled by Fairman/Allard and Dantov/Curtis,
then a variety of Talbots with varying body shapes, followed by the
two peculiar-looking Nash-Healeys of Johnson/Wisdom and Caban-
tous/Veyron. Four American model Ferraris followed, Chinetti/
Lucas (open two-seater), Simen/Vincent (coupé), Rosier/Trintignant
(open two-seater) and Helde/Dreyfus (two-seater), the last pair
being very old Le Mans drivers. Of the olive-green XK120C Jaguars
of Moss/Walker, Rolt/Hamilton and Stuart/Whitehead, the first
two were re-fitted with old type radiators and cooling system in a
pathetic attempt to overcome the heating, while they all had the
bonnet louvres hacked about in a futile attempt to reduce a non-
existent under-bonnet pressure. The fitting of the old radiators
necessitated banging crude bulges in the beautiful streamlined
bonnets. The AscarifVilloresi Ferrari coupé was of 2,998 c.c. and had
three new Weber carburetters; these were downdraught models
with four chokes and throttles apiece, the engine having 12 car-
buretters, in effect. Mercédés-Benz obviously knew what they had
to do, while the Aston-Martins were England’s only real hope.
Macklin/Collins had an open two-seater with yellow grille and
identification lamp in the side of the body; Poore/Griffiths, also with
an open car, had blue colour, and Parnell/Thompson with the coupé
had red colour. A red coupé 2,716-c.c. Ferrari entered by the works
was driven by Pagnibon/Tom Cole, and two privately-owned D.B.2
Aston-Martins, Mann/Goodall and Clark/Keen, followed, together
with the Moran/Cornacchia 2,563-c.c. Ferrari coupé.

In the same class was the lone Gordini of Manzon/Behra, of
2,262 c.c., the engine being an enlarged version of the Formula II
Gordini. The chassis was a 1951-type but fitted with the latest
Formaula II brakes. So the long starting line went on down through
the impressive Lancia Aurelias, a single Morgan Plus Four, privately
entered Frazer-Nashes, R1 Jupiters, Porsche, a lone Osca saloon,
down to DB Panhards and 4CV Renaults.

THE RACE

With its starting-line advantage the saloon Cunningham went off
in the lead, but Moss, Simon and Ascari soon battled their way
through the melee. The first hour of such a race usually sorts things
out and this was no exception. Ascari set an absurd pace, putting
the lap record up to 173.159 k.p.h. with a lap in 4 min. 40.5 sec.,
six seconds faster than Moss last year, and then retired with a
slipping clutch. Simon was forcing the pace with his 4.1-litre
Ferrari coupé, followed by Moss, Walters, Rolt, Manzon and Levegh
(Talbot). The Mercédés-Benz team were running in order 9th, 10th
and 11th, content to let everyone else set the pace. Stuart
(Jaguar) had already been in, worried by the water-temperature,
and Parnell had broken the coupé DB3’s rear axle. It was obvious
that the Jaguars would not last and before the race was 3% hours old
they were all in the dead-car park. Simon was still setting the pace,
with Manzon not far behind and Walters driving the Cunningham
saloon well in third place. Just after 7 p.m. he refuelled and handed
over to Carter, who promptly ran into a sandbank and had to spend
12 hours digging it out, dropping right out of the running.

By 8 p.m. the leading Ferrari had run into trouble, letting the
Gordini take the lead, followed by the Mercédés-Benz of Kling/
Klenk, the open Cunningham of Fitch/Rice, Rosier/Trintignant’s
4.1-litre Ferrari, Niedemayer/Helfrich, Levegh’s Talbot and Lang/
Riess. The Gordini was setting such a pace that it was leading on
handicap as well as distance and it continued to keep up the pace
even when darkness fell. By 10 p.m. it had covered more than the
distance required of its class by 12 p.m.

As darkness fell and lights came on the evening was fine and dry
and it looked as if the night would be kind to the drivers. The
Mercédés-Benz of Kling/Klenk ran into dynamo trouble and after
a while bad to retire for this reason. Levegh, driving on his own,
worked his Talbot up into second place but could not catch the
flying Gordini, now with Behra at the wheel. By midnight Mer-
cédés-Benz were running third and fourth and making no attempt
to challenge the leaders, and everyone felt the Gordini could not
possibly keep up its furious pace. Only the DB3 of Macklin/Collins
was left of that team, two Cunninghams had dropped valves and
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Allard had worked his car well up onto the leader-board.
Around 2 a.m. a thick fog enveloped part of the circuit and the
speeds dropped, but the Gordini, with Manzon at the wheel, was
going at a terrifying speed for the conditions; at 3.30 a.m. the
end came when the front brakes of the Gordini packed up. Manzon
and Behra were all for carrying on with rear brakes only, but * the
sorcerer ”’ said mo! It was out, after a run that will live in history.
Gordini had achieved his object, a win or a glorious failure and
everyone admired the wonderful effort of the little 2.3-litre car.
Levegh was now comfortably in the lead, with Mercédés-Benz
second and third and giving the appearance of sitting and waiting.
Macklin/Collins were holding a splendid fourth and Sydney Allard was
fifth, with half the race gone. Retirements had been numerous,
but both private Astons were running, as were the Frazer-Nashes of
Stoop/Wilson and Peacock/Ruddock and the Jowett Jupiters of
Hadley/Wise and Becquart/Wilkins. One Nash-Healey had retired
and only one Ferrari was left running, that of Simon/Vincent.
With the retirement of the Simca, the tension of the race relaxed
and everyone now waited and speculated upon when the Mercédés-
Benz would start speeding up and displace Levegh’s Talbot from the
lead. At 6 a.m. Allard had nasty noises in his engine and Dantov/
Curtis were not happy, having been running no three brakes since
the previous evening when a broken shock-absorber damaged a
front brake pipe. At 6.30 a.m. Sydney walked back to the pits with
Dantov, having thrown a rod, the other car having broken its trans-
mission. All this time a little Monopole-Panhard, driven by Hemard/
Dussous, was leading on handicap, running round like a train.

At 9 a.m. there were only 22 cars out of the 57 starters still running
and the Talbot was four laps in front of the Mercédés-Benz, Levegh
still driving alone, as was Briggs-Cunningham in the only American
car left, running in seventh place. The little 1,350-c.c. Osca had been
humming round in 14th place, but had to pack up when its clutch
gave trouble. Both Frazer-Nashes were running well in 12th and
13th place, but the Stoop/Wilson car then de-arranged its rear
axle. Shortly before mid-day, with just over four hours to go, the
Helfrich/Niedermayer car buckled a rear wheel and limped into the
pits, and Macklin brought the DB3 in with smoke rising from the
rear-axle ! Both cars set off again, the Mercédés-Benz third, and the
DB3 fifth, having dropped a place to the Johnson/Wisdom Nash-
Healey that had been creeping up regularly. The two Lancia
Aurelias were giving a wonderful display of regularity as were the
Porsche saloons, while Becquart/Wilkins were circulating the Jupiter
comfortably alone in its class after the 1}-litre Porsche was dis-
qualified for refuelling with its engine running. Cunningham at
last handed over to Spear, but Levegh continued to drive alone.
Macklin handed over to Collins, but the Aston-Martin broke up
shortly afterwards and the Peacock/Ruddock Frazer-Nash tore up
its offside front wheel locating studs ; with fingers crossed the two
drivers continued to tour round at 30 m.p.h. hoping the hub would
not collapse. This they did for three hours and they brought the
car home much to the crowd’s appreciation and their own relief.
With only two hours to go Levegh decided to go the full distance
single-handed and Mercédés-Benz were obviously content with
second and third places. The Johnson/Wisdom Healey was fourth,
Cunningham/Spear fifth and the Bonetto/Anselmi Aurelia sixth.
The little Panhard two-seater was going as well as ever, leading on
handicap, and the Germans were running so regularly that they
were second and third on handicap as well as distance. Although
he was four laps in front, Levegh had to maintain a constant speed
and he was lapping 15 seconds faster than the winning Jaguar last
year at the same hour. The two Mercédés-Benz were hovering
behind, two laps apart, so that Levegh could not relax. With only
1} hours to go the inevitable happened, a big-end broke up in the
Talbot and that was that. The Frenchman returned to the pits
in a state of exhaustion amid cheers from the crowd and the two
German cars closed up together and came over the line to win the
24 hours G.P. d’Endurance and to receive the applause of a crowd
appreciative of efficiency. Briggs Cunningham took ever his car
just before the end and brought it home in fourth place.

The Germans had won, not by overwhelming force, but by a degree
of luck combined with a splendid display of efficiency and team-
control, and though every sympathy went out to poor Levegh, the
Germans couldn’t have had a better win had they planned it all
before-hand. The Nash-Healey that finished third deserves every
credit, for Johnson and Wisdom drove a very steady and well con-
trolled race, benefiting by other people’s failures, which so often
pays in a gruelling race like Le Mans. British private owners did
well by careful planning and regular running, the Clark/Keen
Aston/Martin finishing seventh, with the Frazer-Nash beautifully
nursed into 10th place and the Anglo-French Becquart/Wilkins
Jupiter 13th, sole survivor and thus winner of the 1}-litre class, its

Continued on page 317
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REPORTS of RECENT EVENTS

FOREIGN RESULTS
PEBBLE BEACH 100-MILE SPORTS-CAR RACES, U.S.A.

1,500 c.e. ¢ 1st: R. Barlow (Simca) ... . 59.4 m.p.h.
2nd : A. Coppel (M.G.).
3rd : Pringle (Simca).

Over 1,500 c.c. 1 Ist: B. Pollack (Cadillac-Allard) 63.78 m.p.h.

2nd : A. Stubbs (2.6 Ferrari).
3rd : Parkinson (Jaguar Special).
G.P. OF NAPLES, FORMULA I (May 1lth)
Ist : Farina (Ferrari), 105.4 k.p.h. 2nd : Taruffi (Ferrari).
3rd : Comotti (Ferrari).
CIRCUIT OF DRAGUIGNAN (May 18th)
Ist: Loens (Kieft), 81.9 k.p.h. 2nd : Bayol {Panhard). 3rd : Coombs {Cooper).

LUXEMBOURG FORMULA I G.P. (May 22nd)

1st: Leston {(Cooper-Leston), 123.19 k.p.h. 2nd : Carter (Cooper)
3rd : Collins (J.B.S.).

PARIS FORMULA II G.P. (May 25th)
1st : Taruffi (Ferrari), 153.4 k.p.h. 2nd : Simon (Ferrari). 3rd : Farina (Ferrari).

EIFEL RACES (May 25th)

Formula Il.—1st : Fischer {Ferrari), 124.4 k.p.h. 2nd : Moss (H.W.M.). 3rd:
Wharton (Frazer-Nash).

Formula IIl.—1st : Brandon (Cooper), 116.5 k.p.h. 2nd : Loens (Kieft). 3rd:
Leston (Cooper).

G.P. OF BRUSSELS, FORMULA III (June 1st)
1st : Carter (Cooper), 121.7 k.p.h. 2nd : Brown (Cooper). 3rd : Leston (J.B.S.).

0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000009

MORECAMBE RALLY (May 17th/18th)

Best Performance.—K. Bancroft (Morgan Plus Four).
Best Sports Car.—K. Bancroft (Morgan Plus Four).
Best Closed Car.—J. C. Wallwork (Standard Vanguard).
Best Special.—S. G. Haithwaite (Dellow).

BUGATTI 0.C. PRESCOTT HILL-CLIMB (May 18th)

Sports Cars, 1,100 c.c. s/c., 1,500 ¢.c.—G. A. Ruddock (Lester-M.G.) 51.20 sec.
Sports Cars, 1,500 c.c. 8/c., 3,000 c.e.—R. C. Willis (B.M.W.-Bristol) 48.84 ,, *

Sports Cars, over 1,500 c.c. s/c., over 3,000 c.c.—O. B. Moore

(H.W.M.) A AU ORRRORY: X § B
Racing Cars, 500 c.c.—J. Ebdon (Iota) - . 4704
Racing Cars, 2-cylinder over 500 c.c.—M. A. H. Christie (Cooper-

J.AP) e T L T LT L a669
Racing Cars, 1,500 c.c. s/c., 4,500 c.c.—J. Smith (Bugatti) ... ... 50.86 ,,
Racing Cars, over 1,500 c.c. s/c., over 4,500 c.c.—R. D. Poore (Alfa-

Romeo) . ... 4543 . 1
Racing Cars, Formula II.—R. C. Willis (B.M.W.-Bristol) ... ... 49.39

* Class Record. 1 Fastest Time of Day.
BRANDS HATCH RACE MEETING (May 18th)
Junior Race.—G. E. Thomas (Cooper) ... . w. 63.35 m.p.h.
Senior Race.—N. J. Gray (Cooper) - ... 67.82

o ation Race.—C. Headland (Kieft) .. o . .o 6432
Junior and Senior Handicap.—G. H. Wigken (Cooper) .. 6769

WESTMORLAND M.C. HILL-CLIMB (May 24th)

1,200 c.c. Closed.—V. Gerrard {Morris Minor) . 48.0 sec.
1,201-1,750 c.c. Closed.—W. H. Robinson (Jowett) ... 40.4
1,751-2,500 c.c. Closed.—E. B. Wadsworth (Healey) 40.8 ,,
1,250 e.c. Sports.—A. Ensoll {(Ensoll) ... . 394
1,251-1,750 c.c. Sports.—E. Lister (H.R.G.) ... .. 372
1,751-2,500 c.c. Sports.—G. Tyrer (BM.W,) ... ... 358 ,,F.T.D
1,500 c.c. s/c.—B. Crabtree (M.G.) e . .. 372,

CRIMMOND RACE MEETING (May 24th)

1,500-c.c. Sports Cars (6 laps).—J. N. Lawrence (Cooper-M.G.) ... 62.1 m.p.h.
2.500-c.c. Sports Cars (6 laps).—J. H. Walton (Frazer-Nash) =~ ... 66.7
Unlimited Sports Cars (8 laps).—J. H. Walton (Frazer-Nash) 68.6
Formula I Racing Cars (12 laps).—D. B. Prosser (Cooper} 68.2 ,,

Formule Libre Racing Cars (20 laps).—J. H. Walten (Frazer-Nas'l;j 69.2

VETERAN C.C. RHODODENDRON RALLY (May 24th)

Upcher Cup (Best Combined Performance).—T. J. Boughton (1912 Renault).
Rally Class A+ G. Brockington (1901 Durkopp).
) Class B: W. Watson (1911 Rolis-Royce).
Road Run: Class 1: J. N. Edwards (1900 Soame steamer).
Class 21 P. Pointer (1902 Wolseley).
Class 3: G. E. Milligan (1910 Maudsley).
Class 41 Lord Charnwood (1911 Delage).

ALLARD 0.C TREASURE HUNT (May 24th)
st: J. Reiss (Allard).  2nd : G. Oxley (Dellow).  3rd: Dr. K. Aske (Allard).

B.A.R.C. SCARBOROUGH WEEK-END (May 24th/25th)

Rally : Best Performance.—W. F. A. Grantham (Jaguar).
Ladies’ Prize.—Pat Appleyard (Jaguar).
Novices’ Award.—E. V. Lewis (M.G.).

Trial 1 Best Performance.—D. Harrison (Harford I).

THAMES ESTUARY A.C. DRIVING TESTS (May 25th)

Best Performance.—B. R. Millbank (M.G.).

Open Cars.—A. Westwood (Jaguar XK120).

Closed Cars under 2 litres.—D. Bernard {(Ford).

Closed Cars over 2 litres.—P. S. R. Smith (Sunbeam-Talbot;.
Ladies’ Award.—-Mrs. E. M. Price (Dellow). -

SINGER 0.C. TREASURE HUNT AND CONCOURS (May 25th)

Concours : Up to 1935 : J. L. Williams (1934 Le Mans coupe).
1936-1940 : M. Farage (1939 roadster).
Post-War : A. C. Wallbridge (1946 4A roadster).
Treasure Hunt : lst: T. Bennet (li-litre Le Mans). Runner-up: D. Ray
(4AB roadster). :

SOUTHERN JOWETT C.C. DRIVING TESTS (May 25th)

First Test.—1st : P. Kehl (7 h.p.); 2nd : E. Walsh (Javelin); 3rd : R. Knight
(Javelin). °
Se?]u;]d T)esl.—lst : D. E. White (10 h.p.); 2nd : P. Kehl {7 h.p.); 3rd : M. Foy

.p)
Passengers’ Events.—1st : A. Davidson; 2nd : P, Huntley; 3rd : Mrs. Kehl.

SOUTH ESSEX M.C. NORMAN CUP RALLY (May 25th)
1st : R. Andrassy (Ford). 2nd : C. Miller (Morris). 3rd : D. Holdaway (Morris).

MORGAN 4/4 CLUB SPRING "RALLY (May 25th)
1st : L. E. Newey. 2nd : E. C. Cameron. 3rd : F/Lt. F. H. Dyke.

HALF-LITRE C.C. RACE MEETING, SNETTERTON (June 1lst)

500-c.c. Race.—1st: Parker (Kieft), 68.08 m.p.h.; 2nd: Webb (Kieft);
3rd : Emery (Emeryson). P ¢ (Kieft);

Formule Libre.—1st : Gerard (E.R.A.), 72.11 m.p.h.; 2nd : Thompson (E.R.A.-
Delage); 3rd : Barber (Cooper-J.A.P.).

BERKHAMSTED M.C. & C.C. SPEED TRIALS, TEWIN WATER
(June 2nd)
750-c.c. Sports.—H. S. Chapman (Austin) . 24.1 sec.
. 3

750-c.c. Formula.—R. Lowe (Lowe Special)
1,100-c.c. Sports.—F. C. Hill (s/c. M.(E,.) e
1,500-c.c. Sports.—D. W. Davis (s/c. M.G.)
2,000-c.c. Sports.—L. Gillbanks (B.M.W.) and Davies (M.G.) ...
Unlimited Sports.— G. Parker (Jaguar) ...
1,500-c.c. Saloons.—G. Hulbert (M.G.)
Unlimited Saloons.—P. Rayner Green (Ford V8)
V-twin Morgans.—M. R. Cooke (990 c.c.}
Four-cylinder Morgans.—C. Sproxton (1,172 c.c.)
500-c.c. Racing Cars.—F. Rust (Cooper-J.A.P.)

750-c.c. Racing Cars.—-F. Rust (Cooper-J.A.P.)

1,100-c.c. Racing Cars.—J. Broad (s/c. Austin)

1,500-c.c. Racing Cars.—A. Pitts (s/c. Austin) ...
2,000-c.c. Racing Cars.—J. Broad (s/c. Austin)

17.8 .
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R.A.S.C. SCOTTISH RALLY (June 2nd/6th)

Open Cars, up to 1,300 c.e.—D. Scott (M.G.).

Closed Cars, 1,300 to 2,200 c.c.—S. Pentland (Citroen).
Open Cars, over 2,200 c.c.—G. Denham-Cookes {(Jaguar).
Closed Cars, over 2,200 c.c.—P. Hughes (Allard).

SOUTHEND NIGHT RALLY (June 7th/8th)

1st : T. Troughton (Dellow). 2nd : R. Randall (Austin A%0j.
3rd : H. Sweet (Austin).

VETERAN C.C. SWINDON-CIRENCESTER RALLY (June 7th)

Rally. Class I : Major J. Gardiner (1902 Wolseley), 248 miles.
Class IT : S. M. Thomas (1910 Renault), 180 miles.
Driving Tests. Class I: H. F. Wetham (1904 Renault), 49.2 sec.

Class II: G. R. Mann (1908 Vinot), 36.5 sec.

LONDON M.C. LAWRENCE CUP TRIAL (June 8th)

Lawrence Cup : A. E. Rumfitt (Cotton II).

Ripley Cup + R. W. Faulkner (Paul Special).

Wick Cup : E. A. Jauncey-Mouden

First-Class Awards : A. E. A. Day (Spence Special), B. Blundell (B.B.S.), D. W.
Price (Clayton Special).

Second-Class Awards : D. F. H. Cotton (Cotton Special), J. H. Appleton (Appleton
Special), E. Viro (Dellow).

Team Award : Rumfitt, Cotton, Faulkner.



